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The  4th  OECD High  Level  Forum on  Aid  Effectiveness  (HLF4)  on  29Nov-1Dec  will  be  the  most 
significant gathering of actors from the aid community since its beginnings. Their discussions on future  
challenges in  making aid  more effective in  supporting development  will  therefore be critical  to  the 
success of future aid and development efforts.

EU member states provide around half of global aid and the world's poorest people and EU citizens will 
therefore rightly be looking for EU Governments to lead donor efforts at HLF4 to agree to ambitious 
action to maximise the development impact of their aid.

Such  action  must  of  course  focus  on  making  aid  programmes  more  transparent  and  effectively 
scrutinised. Many EU member states have proposed ambitious commitments be agreed in these areas 
and they must maintain these positions and work hard to ensure these proposals, including support for  
the International Aid Transparency Initiative, are committed to more broadly at HLF4.

Just as importantly it must also focus on tackling a range of practices that undermine aid's long term 
impacts and potential  for  helping countries to  end their  dependence on it.  These include tied aid, 
unpredictable aid, inappropriate use of conditions, the bypassing of local systems and approaches to  
aid that fail to strengthen democratic ownership and gender equality.

Unfortunately, the EU's common position for HLF4, to be launched at the Foreign Affairs Council on 
14th November, contains few concrete proposals in these areas. In addition a number of EU member 
states have been prominent in opposing ambitious proposals made by others on these issues, using a 
lack of ambition from the likes of new donors such as China as an excuse.

This lack of political leadership is in stark contrast to that displayed by the EU at the Accra HLF in 2008 
and is likely to undermine the success of HLF4. As a group of NGOs from across all EU member states 
we call on EU Governments to urgently scale-up their ambitions for concrete time-bound commitments 
to be agreed across all issues being addressed at HLF4.


